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CONEIDENTIAL MUSCAT 1066 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PORGMU 

SUBJECT: OMAN'S HANDLING OE MULTILATERAL AEFAIRS 

REF: (A) STATE 159747, (B) STATE 148782, (C) 76 STATE 37591, 

(D) 76 MUSCAT 0195, (E) MUSCAT 1035 NOTAL 

1 . OUR REPLIES TO QUESTIONS IN PARA 7 OP REF C WERE CON- 
TAINED IN REP D. THEY STILL GIVE A VALID PICTURE OP OMAN'S 
APPROACH TO MULTILATERAL ISSUES. THE SOLE NEW ELEMENT OF 
OMPORTANCE IS THAT OMAN HAS JUST ANNOUNCED IT WILL NOMINATE 
CANDIDATES POR THREE POSITIONS AT THE 32ND UN GENERAL AS- 
SEMBLY IN NEW YORK (REF E). THIS MAY REELECT AN INCREASING 
ACTIVISM WITHIN THE OMANI POREIGN AEFAIRS BRREAUCRACY AS IT 
DEVELOPS EXPERTISE AND CONPIDENCE AND LEARNS THE ROPES 

IN INTERNATIONAL PORUMS. NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE THAT 
PASSIVITY ON MOST ISSUES WILL REMAIN ITS BASIC CHARACTERISTIC, 

THE CHIEF EXCEPTION BEING LAW OF THE SEA (SPEC- 
IPICALLY STRAITS PASSAGE). OMAN WILL USUALLY LOOK 
TO THE MODERATES OP THE ARAB LEAGUE (SAUDI ARABIA, 

EGYPT, ETC.) POR GUIDANCE ON HOW TO VOTE. 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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2. THE MULTILATERAL AFPAIRS OPFICER AT THIS POST IS 
PSO HENRY SIZER, DCM. 

SIZER 
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